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Hasidism brought about an unheard of intensity and intimacy of religious life, it had to
pay dearly for its success. It conquered in the realm of inwardness but it abdicated in the
realm of Messianism. See, Gershom Scholem, The Messianic Idea in Judaism, The
Neutralization of the Messianic Element in Early Husidism (London, 1971), p. 20.
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